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Request for endorsement as GEOTRACES Process Study
Return to GEOTRACES International Project Office (ipo@geotraces.org)

Request date:
	Note: It is preferable that project leaders obtain GEOTRACES Scientific Steering Committee (SSC) approval before submitting a proposal to a funding agency for a cruise that is called a GEOTRACES process study in the proposal. In such cases the SSC co-chairs will provide letters of support for use in funding applications. However, it is also possible to seek endorsement once the funding has been secured. In any case the process study application must occur prior to the fieldwork taking place. Requests require a minimum of one month to process, although a longer lead time is appreciated.


1. Project information

	Project name and acronym: 



	Objectives of the project (please, include tentative cruise track figure, if available):



2. Criteria for GEOTRACES Process Studies 
GEOTRACES process studies criteria are available here: 
https://www.geotraces.org/criteria-for-establishing-geotraces-process-studies/
	Please respond to the selection criteria:


	1. Describe the process(es) to be studied that contribute to the scientific goals of GEOTRACES.


	2. Confirm that the project leaders have indicated in funding proposals for the study their intent to comply with GEOTRACES process study criteria.


	3. List the key parameter(s) of GEOTRACES (https://www.geotraces.org/geotraces-key-parameters/) to be studied. For each parameter, please provide full name, organization and email of the analyst, if known.


	4. (a) Identify the ancillary data that will be collected to allow interpretation of the TEI data (these should include at least temperature and salinity, nutrients and, preferably, oxygen). (Note that CTD sensor data do not need to be intercalibrated but nutrient data need to be intercalibrated).
(b) Confirm that the collection of CTD and other data that aid in interpreting TEI data will follow GO-SHIP guidelines on how to produce good quality hydrographic data, at: http://www.go-ship.org/HydroMan.html


	5. Explain how the study will fulfil GEOTRACES Intercalibration procedures for the datasets listed in question 3 to allow comparison with data collected elsewhere. (For the TEIs to be measured, the request for a process study must provide information to explain how the intercalibration protocols will be met - e.g., analyzing consensus reference samples, collecting duplicate samples to be analyzed at a collaborating intercalibrated lab (list the labs, if known) -. Results from the analysis of reference samples must be reported together with the main cruise data; see: https://www.geotraces.org/intercalibration-procedures/).


	6. Confirm that the study will follow GEOTRACES Data Management protocols by checking the corresponding boxes for your positive answer/s:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (If relevant) Once the cruise is funded, we will inform the GEOTRACES Data Assembly Centre (GDAC, geotraces.dac@bodc.ac.uk) and the International Project Office (IPO, ipo@geotraces.org) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The cruise form and cruise report will be submitted to GDAC and the IPO, ensuring that the waypoints of the cruise track are included in the cruise report. Guidelines for preparing the cruise report and a cruise form template are available at: https://www.bodc.ac.uk/geotraces/cruises/documentation/.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Distribution of the data submission flowchart to cruise participants (available at: https://www.geotraces.org/how-to-ensure-that-your-data-are-in-idp-flow-chart/).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Registration of ancillary data into GEOTRACES Data for Oceanic Research (DOoR, https://geotraces-portal.sedoo.fr/pi/) portal including hydrography at bottle firing and nutrients parameters and submission of downcast profiles to GDAC within six months of completing the cruise
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Data and metadata for all datasets will be registered in the DOoR portal and submitted to the PI’s national data centre (for American, French and Dutch researchers) or to GDAC in a timely manner, and no more than two years after the analysis of samples. The use of templates available in DOoR are highly recommendable.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 We will permit public access to the data beginning two years after the collection of data (this permission should be explicitly granted by data providers through the DOoR portal). This policy recognizes that some analyses are labour intensive and post-cruise sample analyses may require substantial amount of time. 


	7. Confirm that the study commits to acknowledge GEOTRACES in products of the project.  List anticipated products, if appropriate.  



3. Cruise information
(Please provide the information available, it can be tentative)
	Chief Scientist (Lead Scientist / Principal Investigator) contact details

	Name (including title): 
	Email: 


	GEOTRACES scientist contact details: [GEOTRACES point of contact if different from Chief Scientist]


	Name (including title): 
	Email: 


	Cruise Details (if available)

	Cruise ID:

	Location:

	Start date:

	End date:


4. Complementary information

Please complete one of the two options:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 As chief scientist of the cruise, I hereby confirm my approval to the cruise being endorsed by GEOTRACES.

or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have provided a written agreement from the Chief Scientist(s) of the cruise stating their approval for the cruise to be endorsed by GEOTRACES.
	Additional information
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