
NOTE ON MAJOR REVISIONS DONE TO THE CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHING GEOTRACES COMPLIANT 
DATA: 

*In April 2017, the criteria were revised to clarify that: 

• Metadata for all datasets including ancillary data must be submitted along with the data. 
• To begin the process of establishing a given dataset as compliant data, the investigator 

should send the post-cruise metadata form, meaning that any request for endorsement 
should be submitted once the cruise is completed. 

*In June 2018, the criteria were revised to clarify that the intercalibration of data should take place 
before the request for compliant status is submitted. 

*In December 2019, the criteria were revised to add the procedure through the DOoR. 

*In December 2023, the criteria were revised in order to make more explicit that the intercalibration 
report and the data should be sent in parallel (there is no need to wait for the approval as compliant 
data to submit the data). 

*In March 2025, the criteria were revised in order to: 

• Clarify the process for registering and submitting ancillary data and downcast profiles to 
GDAC. 

• Add the recommendation to collect cruise bathymetry data using the ship’s single-beam or 
multi-beam echo sounder (as agreed at the 2024 SSC meeting). 

• Add links to the IDP and the cruise chief scientist’s flowcharts. 

 


