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New GEOTRACES or GEOTRACES relevant scientific results
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e Irish GEOTRACES scientist Carlos Rocha (TCD) was the lead author of a work examining
the role and function of subterranean estuaries (STEs) in the context of coastal ecosystems
and their associated submarine groundwater discharge (SGD) (Rocha et al, 2021).

GEOTRACES or GEOTRACES relevant cruises

e Irish expedition to the Greenland, Iceland and Norwegian (GIN) Seas during CIAAN
CE20009 on the Celtic Explorer with Chief Scientist Dr. Audrey Morley (NUIG).
Constraining the Impact of Arctic Amplification in the Nordic Sea: A biogeochemical
approach (CIAAN) is an international, interdisciplinary and multi-themed oceanographic
expedition aboard the R/V Celtic Explorer (Marine Institute Ireland) which took place
between August-September 2020. CIAAN combined hydrographic surveying, modern
biogeochemistry, plankton tows, planktonic foraminifera culturing and multi-core sediment
sampling to fill an essential data gap in support of future paleoclimate investigations in polar
regions.

New projects and/or funding

e The 2" phase (2021-2026) of the Irish Centre for Research in Applied Geoscience
(www.icrag-centre.org) was approved at the end of 2020. iCRAG2 began in January 2021
and there are GEOTRACES related projects on submarine groundwater discharge, the
elemental composition of marine particles, thorium isotopes as flux tracers and elemental
fluxes in the mesopelagic zone.
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